
    Andrew Christen Brixen
Andrew Christen Brixen was the son of Peder Christian Brixen and 
Kjersten Marie Madsdatter Gramstrup who later americanized her 
name to Christine Madsen Brixen.  He was born in 1858 in the 
town of Helligso in Thisted, Denmark.  At the age of 10, he came 
to Salt Lake with his mother and father and his 5-year-old brother, 
Martin.  His sister, Mary, was born 3 years after coming to Salt 
Lake.

Shortly after arriving, Andrew began his first job.  His father was a 
contractor, and together they began building the Dinwoody 
Furniture store. It was after this experience young Mr. Brixen 
discovered he did not want to be a builder. He next became a 
runner at the Valley House. "It was here that he first gained his 
reputation as the most beloved and kind-hearted man in Salt Lake 
City." 

On November 1st, 1879, at age 21, Andrew signed a two-year lease on the Valley House, making 
him the youngest proprietor in the United States. This was made possible in large part by the 
excellent investments made by his mother.  In a letter written by Andrew’s wife, she underlined 
“He never, never, never missed a single day of stopping by to visit with 
his mother,” a quality she admired and loved in him.

Shortly after taking over the Valley House, Andrew fell in love with a 
young woman who also worked there, Julia M. Gutke. They were 
married a year later, in 1880, and under their gifted management the 
Valley House rose from an insignificant tavern to one of the most 
prominent hotels in the West.

The first thing Andrew did after taking over was to renovate and 
thoroughly repair the house. New furniture, fittings and spring 
mattresses were installed in each of the 40 apartments allowing a total 

of 60 guests. The 
rooms were all re-
calcimined and 
fitted with new 
carpets and chairs.  
He engaged Mr. 
Watts, a first-class cook from Ogden, to look 
after the cuisine, and he became known for 
setting a most excellent table.  Newspapers as 
far away as Chicago commented on the 
"superior character of its table." The large 
dining room on the north end was refitted to 
be one of the lightest, airiest and most 
comfortable in the city. He luxuriantly 



refurnished the ladies' parlor on south end of the ground floor to be "a model of elegance and 
taste." 

There were also sitting and waiting rooms and fine facilities for commercial travelers to exhibit 
their wares and transact their business. Suites were available for families, and a garden that was 

quite an attraction was planned in the rear where children could amuse 
themselves. The office contained a cabinet complete with specimens of 
the beautiful minerals found in the area and several newspaper clippings 
of interest.

The Valley House was managed quite differently under the two previous 
proprietors, George Carter and John Sorenson. The following was taken 
from their postal cards: "This is the only hotel where no intoxicating 
liquors have ever been sold on or about the premises. Touch not! Taste 
not! Handle not the unclean thing!" Elder 
Sorenson was called on a mission to New 
Zealand, and the Valley House fell under the 
"gentile management" of a "live, energetic 
man who (understood) the secret of 
successful hotel management, and (paused) 
not to put his knowledge to advantage.”

Andrew was popular with the mining community and the theatrical 
troupes that came to town  and he developed close friendships with 
most of them. One of these famous actors was W.S. Sheridan.  Mr. 
Sheridan was so fond of Andy that he gave him a ring with an 
inscription which read, "To my good friend, Andrew Brixen." 
Unfortunately, Andy lost the ring while swimming at the Great Salt 
Lake, but to his surprise, it was returned a few years later by a 
woman who discovered it on her toe while swimming at the lake. 
We still have the ring in the family today, and W.S. Sheridan is the 
actor pictured in the painting. The cubicle on the right side of the painting is advertising a 
theatrical production and represents the affinity Andrew had for the theatre.

March 27th, 1881, the S. L. Daily Herald 
talks about improvements made to the Valley 
House and mentions "Particularly noticeable 
is the placing on the outside of an electric 
light. It is on the outer edge of the sidewalk. 
on the east side of the main building. raised 
on a pole with a shade over it. and as it is the 
first of the kind put up in the city, is quite 
novel, attractive and will be very useful 
there in the absence of street lamps, as from 
its height it will throw a bright light over the 
greater part of the street thereabouts."



Another newspaper clipping claims, ''When the 
shades of night envelope Zion, the lurid light from 
the electric current reflects upon the scene, the 
midnight sun shining with a brilliancy that almost 
rivals the luminary of day and prolongs the 
enjoyment of participants."

After giving up control of the Valley House, Andy 
engaged in several hotel pursuits and finally became 
host of the Clift House which he managed for some 
time and then retired to engage in some speculation 
and pursuits with the money he had accumulated. 
He seldom made a bad investment and was 
considered “one of the self-made men of Utah.”

In 1897 he became manager of the 
Brigham Young Trust Company which 
he managed until the time of his 
death.

Andy joined the Mormon church in 
1898 just prior to leaving on a mission 
with his wife and 6 year old son to 
Denmark and Sweden to pursue 
genealogical research. They were 
planning to have their marriage sealed 
in the Salt Lake temple on August 
16th, their anniversary and also his 
birthday. He died just 3 months too 
soon.

He was sick for 3 weeks with what was diagnosed as a bladder infection. Andy told a friend just 
a few weeks before he died that “he pursued life with feverish haste” because the “thought of 
death, of leaving his wife and boy, often came over him and it seemed impossible to shake it 
off.” He said to his doctor before he died, “you’re not going to let me die when no mortal man is 
happier than I?”

He was known for his cheery disposition and zest for life. Every day he purchased a red 
carnation from Kramer’s and placed it in his lapel. “He was a sterling, shrewd and honest man” 
known for his tender heart and generosity.

Ten years earlier he was devastated when Martin, his younger brother and business partner, died 
at the young age of 27. Two years later he named his only son after his brother, Martin. The 
name Martin Brixen has been carried down for 3 generations since.

The Clift House



Young Martin, was only 8 years old when his father died, so his memories of time spent with his 
dad were precious.  Following a business trip back east, Andy once surprised Martin with one of 
the first bicycles to arrive in Salt Lake.

Several prominent LDS church members spoke at Andy’s funeral including President Joseph F. 
Smith, Dr. James E. Talmage and President George Q. Cannon.

This is a photo from Andy’s viewing.  It appears to be in his home, and the large painting of his 
brother, Martin, is hanging is the left corner.  Although Andy was one of the most beloved men in 
Salt Lake, someone took advantage of an opportunity and stole the wedding ring off his finger 
during the viewing.


